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Highlights 

 

 From January to June 2017, UNICEF Eritrea worked closely with the 
Government and partners to provide children and women with access to 
nutrition, health, education, water, sanitation and hygiene and child 
protection services and support, as per UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for 
Children (HAC) appeal.  

 Since January, 16,037 children aged 6 to 59 months, 1,577 pregnant and 
1,741 lactating mothers have been reached with blanket feeding in order to 
prevent further nutritional deterioration among people living in the drought 
affected sub-zobas in the Northern Red Sea Region. 

 UNICEF supported the Government of the State of Eritrea (GOSE) to reach 
about 365,000 children aged 6 to 59 months with Vitamin A supplements, 
while 13,023 children with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) and 4,159 
children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) have been treated over the 
past six months. 

 50 communities across three regions of Northern Red Sea, Debub and 
Anseba have been reached with activities under UNICEF-supported 
Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) programme with 50,000 people in 
these communities reached with hygiene education and messages through 
outreach activities.   

 Landmines and explosive remnants of war are still present in some areas in 
Eritrea, putting children at risk. Since January, UNICEF has provided 
integrated mine risk education for 139 school teachers (32% female) and 
19,000 school children in zoba Debub. 

 UNICEF Eritrea has only received 29% of the humanitarian funding 
requirements for 2017, which poses a severe challenge for meeting the 
needs of all affected children and women across the country. 
 

30 June 2017 
 

505,000 
Total people to be reached in 2017 

(HAC 2017) 

 

450,000 
Total children to be reached in 2017 

(HAC 2017) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2017* 

US$ 11 million 
 

 

Summary of UNICEF Key Indicators 

UNICEF 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

 
WASH: # of people reached with appropriate hygiene 
messages 

45,000 50,000 

Nutrition: # of children under 5 with severe acute 
malnutrition  admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programmes 

15,000 4,159 

Health: # of children immunized against measles 100,000 60,725 

Education: # of out-of-school children from nomadic 
communities provided with access to basic education 

15,000 3,870 

Child Protection: # of children and young people in and 
out-of-school provided with integrated mine risk 

education programmes on injury prevention 
30,000 19,000 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS Mid-Year Humanitarian Situation Report: January – June 2017 
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Funds 
received 
to date: 

$702,674

Funding gap : 
$7,860,771

Carry-
forward 
amount: 

$2,486,55
5

2017 funds available*

*Funds available includes funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year. In late december 2016, we received 
$1,429,398 (SC150755).

Total Funding 
Requirements 

for 2017 
$11,050,000 



 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Eritrea remains under UN sanctions in accordance with the UN Security Council Resolutions 1907 and 2023, a situation which has 
resulted in declining donor funding. Recurrent drought and food insecurity exacerbates the plight of affected children and women 
who are at risk malnutrition, water shortages and disease. There is increased need for water and sanitation in the absence of which 
waterborne diseases such as diarrhoea will further worsen the instances of moderate and severe acute malnutrition among children. 
Field monitoring reports and observations indicate continuing food shortage leading to increased levels of malnutrition and 
micronutrient deficiencies, poor sanitation and water coverage, and risks associated with exposure to landmines and unexploded 
ordnances and illegal cross border migration of unaccompanied children as the primary humanitarian issues facing the country. An 
estimated 22,700 children under five are projected to be affected by severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2017, and according to 2010  
EPHS data, half of Eritrean children are stunted, but efforts are underway to update this seven year old statistics. The total number of 
people who are targeted for humanitarian interventions this year is 450,000 children under 5 in the nutrition sector and 45,000 people 
for WASH interventions. In addition, revisions in the 2015 government financial policy have negatively affected the pace of programme 
implementation. The lack of new and relevant data continues to be a major challenge for an accurate assessment of the situation of 
children and women in Eritrea. The results of the “Eritrea Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihood Assessment” report is yet to be 
released by the government, and the Eritrean Population and Health Survey which was planned for 2016 has been postponed to early 
2018.  
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The Ministry of Labour and Human Welfare (MoLHW) is the coordinating ministry for disaster response and management in Eritrea. 
MoLHW has representation and access to sub-national levels through its regional offices. Support to emergency coordination and 
response is managed at a sectoral level through the Ministries of Health (MoH) and Land, Water and Environment (MoLWE). The UN 
Resident Coordinator and UN-OCHA support humanitarian coordination within the UN country team, and UNICEF is a key member of 
the UNCT Humanitarian Needs Group. There is no formal Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) as a cluster approach, however, 
UNICEF continues to play a leading role in the sectors of Education, Child Protection, Nutrition and WASH, and also actively engages 
with partners in the Health sector. There are a limited number of International Non-Governmental Organizations operating in the 
country, therefore all implementation is done through government ministries and agencies.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
Within the country programme, humanitarian response has been mainstreamed in development programmes with priority 
interventions targeting the most vulnerable population groups, and some specific geographical areas. UNICEF plays an active role in 
coordinating emergency response through the MoLHW, the National Development and other line ministries. UNICEF, in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Health, is responding to the nutrition situation in the country through supporting facility-based, as well as 
community-based, therapeutic and supplementary feeding interventions which target severely and moderately malnourished under-
five children. With the reduced presence of WFP in-country, UNICEF is supporting a phased implementation of a nationwide blanket 
supplementary feeding programme to prevent further deterioration of the nutritional status of children under-five, and pregnant and 
lactating women. UNICEF is supporting GOSE’s outreach activities in communities to support access to appropriate hygiene practices 
and is working to strengthen the health system for service delivery prioritizing routine immunization coverage and case management 
of childhood illnesses. In addition, UNICEF is supporting programmes designed to raise children’s awareness of explosive remnants of 
war and is working to ensure nomadic children access quality education. Overall, UNICEF works to support and ensure the convergence 
of programmes to the extent possible in order to maximize their complementary impacts on vulnerable populations.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response  
 

Health and Nutrition 
Since January, UNICEF has worked with GOSE to reach 19,355 people with blanket supplementary feeding programmes (16,037 
children aged 6 to 59 months; 1,577 pregnant women and 1,741 lactating mothers) in order to prevent further deterioration in the 
nutritional status of drought affected populations in three sub-zobas in the Northern Red Sea Region.  
 
The second round of the National Child Health and Nutrition Week for the country was conducted in late December 2016 with a total 
of 364,616 children aged 6 to 59 months reached with Vitamin A and screened for malnutrition. More than 17,182 malnourished 
children’s lives were saved through therapeutic treatment programmes (13,023 MAM children were treated while 4,159 SAM children 
were treated).  
 
Since January, 60,725 children were vaccinated against measles and 21,500 children were treated for Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD). 
UNICEF has completed its 2017 procurement of live saving vaccines and essential nutrition supplies, albeit some constraints in the 
delivery of these supplies due to sporadic fuel shortages resulting in interruptions to timely transportation to peripheral health 
facilities.  
 

WASH 
Since January, 10 new solar-powered rural water supply schemes are under construction while an additional 8 dug-wells equipped 
with hand pumps are under rehabilitation. These 18 water supplies schemes will provide safe water to an estimated 46,500 people 



when they are completed in the next few months. The availability of water construction supplies continues to be a constraint in the 
country. However, all supplies for UNICEF funded water projects in 2017 (from both local and off shore procurement), including 
cement, reinforced metal bars, solar pumps and arrays, hand pumps, pipes and fittings are now available at the construction sites.  
 
Activities under the Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) programme have been implemented in 50 communities across three 
regions of the country (Northern Red Sea, Debub and Anseba). CLTS activities include the mobilisation and training of Community 
Hygiene Promoters and the dissemination of hygiene promotion messages to the targeted communities. An estimated 50,000 people 
have received hygiene education and messages through these activities since January.   
 
The Ministry of Health (MoH) continues to maintain prepositioned stocks of UNICEF-supplied water treatment chemicals (aquatabs) 
sufficient to provide clean water for 70,000 people in emergency affected areas for a one month period. The main risk currently being 
monitored is the risk of an Acute Watery Diarrhoea outbreak which happened in 2016 where the MoH responded with prepositioned 
UNICEF emergency supplies and with swift control of population movements in the affected areas.  
 

Child Protection 
Landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW) are still present in some of the areas in Eritrea, putting children at risk. Since January, 
UNICEF supported the provision of integrated mine risk education for 139 school teachers (32% female) and 19,000 school children 
in zoba Debub which is located in a landmine and ERW affected area. As landmine and ERW victims remain extremely, UNICEF 
continued to support community based rehabilitation activities to promote delivery of services for children living with disabilities, 
with an emphasis in the remote high risk to landmines and ERW communities. 
 

Education 
Currently, at least 21% of children in semi-nomadic communities do not have access to education. Despite the delays in construction 
of nomadic schools, UNICEF has continued to support teacher trainings and community mobilization efforts to enhance opportunities 
in education for about 3,870 out-of-school children. Also, the recurrent drought and periodic movement of nomadic communities in 
search of water and grazing have highlighted the need to enhance emergency preparedness plans to meet the immediate needs of 
affected school children. UNICEF has procured 125 school-in-a-box kits, 55 recreation kits and five tents to serve 5,000 affected 
children from semi-nomadic communities.  
 

Communication for Development (C4D)  
In collaboration with WHO, UNICEF provided support to the Ministry of Health to conduct a national risk communication assessment. 
The report identified solid community-based networks nationwide that can be used to engage with emergency affected communities. 
Recommendations from the assessment included: strengthening the misinformation tracking mechanism; strengthening the capacity 
of health promoters and educators including religious groups for effective and optimal coordination; utilizing mobiles (short message 
services) for emergency response; and strengthening monitoring and evaluation systems for the implementation of communication 
strategies. The risk communication multi-sectoral group, which is composed of the Ministries of Information, Health, Agriculture and 
Labour and Human Welfare, as well as UNICEF and WHO, has developed a communication implementation plan for 2017-2021, which 
is to be rolled out starting mid-August this year. 
 

Funding 
Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2017 a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap 

$ % 

WASH $1,300,000  $563,305  $736,695  57% 

Education $500,000  $171,000  $329,000  66% 

Health $1,200,000  $203,890  $996,110  83% 

Nutrition $7,350,000  $2,078,057  $5,271,943  72% 

Child Protection $700,000  $172,977  $527,023  75% 

Total $11,050,000  $3,189,229  $7,860,771  71% 
* Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward ($2,486,555) from the previous year. Included in the carry-
forward amount is $1,429,398 that was received in December 2016 in grant SC150755. 
 

Next SitRep: 15/12/2017 
 
UNICEF Eritrea: http://www.unicef.org/eritrea/ 
UNICEF Eritrea Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/eritrea/resources_16799.htm 

 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Pierre Ngom  
Representative  
Eritrea  
Tel: +291 1 154 868 ext. 301  
Fax: +291 1 154 878  
Email: pngom@unicef.org 
 
 

Shaya Asindua  
Deputy Representative  
Eritrea  
Tel: +291 1 154 868 ext. 303  
Fax: +291 1 154 878  
Email: sasindua@unicef.org 

Rabindra Giri 
Communication Specialist  
Eritrea  
Tel: +291 1 154 868 ext.353  
Fax: +291 1 154 878  
Email: rgiri@unicef.org 
 
 



 
Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

*18 ongoing water projects, slated for completion in the next two-three months, will provide water to 46,500 people 
**Vaccines have been procured for 108,000 under five children. Vaccination will continue throughout the second half of the year. 
***ORS and Zinc have been procured for 50,000 under five children with distribution to the most affected zobas ongoing.  
****Programme implementation has been delayed due to lack of funding, some activities are planned for the third quarter.  

 UNICEF and IPs 

  2017 Target  
Total 

Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE   

# of people accessing 15 liters of water per person/day for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene* 

45,000 0 

# of  people reached with appropriate hygiene messages 45,000 50,000 

EDUCATION   

# of out-of-school children from nomadic communities provided with access to basic 
education 

15,000 3,870 

HEALTH   

# of children immunized against measles** 100,000 60,725 

# of children affected by acute watery diarrhoea accessing life-saving curative 
interventions*** 

50,000 21,500 

NUTRITION   

# of children under 5 years with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) admitted into therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

15,000 4,159 

# of children under 5  with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) benefitted from targeted 
supplementary feeding  

40,000 13,023 

# of children under 5 and lactating women benefitted from blanket supplementary feeding 30,000 19,355 

# of children aged 6-59 months provided with vitamin A (micronutrient) supplementation 450,000 364,616 

CHILD PROTECTION   

# of children and young people in and out of school provided with integrated mine risk 
education programmes on injury prevention in high-risk communities 

30,000 
19,000 

 

# of vulnerable children reached and supported with basic social services during emergencies 15,000 0**** 


